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For Immediate Release
The Town of Chatham Wildfire Management Team is hosting a public informational meeting on wildland fire prevention and preparedness on Tuesday, November 9th at 7:00 pm in the Large Meeting Room at the Chatham Community Center, 702 Main Street.  Josh Nigro, from Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Bureau of Fire Control & Forestry, will review strategies individual homeowners can take to minimize fire hazards on their property. The Town Wildfire Management Team will describe work within the Goose Pond Complex, and work that will be performed to lessen the hazard for firefighters attacking a wildland fire.  
The DCR Fire Wise Team is available to perform free fire hazard assessments to residents abutting Goose Pond Complex between November 15- 17.  You must sign up for the assessment with Lara Slifka by November 12th; priority will be given to residents identified as being within a high risk zone.  Properties which have an assessment completed are eligible to participate in a free fuel reduction chipping program in order to alleviate hazards to structures as identified in the assessment.  This program is supported by a grant from the Cape Cod Cooperative Extension.  
For those who can not make the meeting, it will be recorded and later televised on Channel 18. 
The Wildfire Management Team will be seeking approval from Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program to complete projects as identified in the Town Forest Wildfire Management Protection & Preparedness Plan.  Work can not be completed in this area until approval is received.  

For more information on the assessment or chipping day contact Lara Slifka:
e-mail: lslifka@chatham-ma.gov
phone: 508-945-5164

office: 1455 Main Street


